1165 


SAMUEL  SHELDON  JONES  was  born  in  the  village  (now  city)  of 
Carbondale,  June  21,  1850.  His  father,  Samuel  Jones,  was 
among  the  first  comers  who  made  the  little  coal  mining  village 
of  the  upper  Lackawanna  Valley  their  home.  He  was  a  native 
of  South  Wales,  born  near  the  town  of  Breron,  February  28,  1806. 
The  death  of  his  mother,  which  occurred  when  he  was  but  three 
months  old,  left  him  to  the  care  of  relatives,  with  whom  he  lived 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  shift  for  himself.  He  secured  employment  with  a  farmer  in 
the  neighborhood  of  his  early  home  and  served  as  a  farm  laborer 
for  a  number  of  years.  A  longing  to  see  the  world  led  him  to 
the  conclusion  that  life  on  the  ocean  would  afford  him  the 
opportunity  he  coveted,  and  one  day  while  strolling  about  the 
wharf  in  the  city  of  Bristol,  a  ship's  surgeon  offered  him  a 
birth  as  servant,  and  the  offer  was  promptly  accepted.  During 
one  of  his  voyages  across  the  Atlantic  the  ship's  crew  mutined, 
but  the  plot  was  discovered;  the  ringleaders  were  placed  in 
irons  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  New  York  they 
were  handed  over  to  the  authorities,  tried,  and  sentenced  to 
long  terms  of  imprisonment. 

The  doctor's  boy  was  among  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution, 
and  the  usual  delay  in  the  courts  gave  him  an  opportunity  to  see 
something  of  life  in  the  American  metropolis.  An  incident  which 
occurred  in  the  court  room  made  such  an  impression  upon  him  that 
he  resolved  to  give  up  the  seafaring  life  and  make  America  his 
future  home.  The  incident  referred  to  occurred  one  morning  be¬ 
fore  the  formal  opening  of  the  session,  when  the  young  Welshman 
on  entering  the  chamber  removed  his  cap.  A  man  standinq  on  the 
aisle  said  to  him:  "Put  your  cap  on,  youngster;  court  ain't 
sitting,  and  mind  you  are  in  a  free  country  now."  This  was  the 
turning  point,  and  when  the  trial  was  over  he  took  passage  on 
a  North  River  boat  for  Albany,  and  soon  found  employment  on  a 
farm  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  city.  In  the  Spring  of  1830 
he  learned  that  a  party  of  men  from  Wales  were  employed  in  the 
Pennsylvania  coal  mines,  and  at  once  concluded  to  join  them. 

Going  down  the  Hudson  River  to  Roundout,  he  worked  his  way  on 
the  Canal  to  Honesdale,  and  July  10,  1830,  arrived  in  Carbon- 
dale.  The  next  day  he  commenced  work  in  the  mines  of  the 
Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company.  December  28,  1830,  he 
married  Eleanor  Pritchard,  and  the  young  couple  began  life  in 
part  of  a  small  frame  structure  owned  by  Stephen  Rogers,  erected 
near  what  is  now  the  corner  of  Sixth  Avenue  and  Main  Street. 

In  the  Winter  of  1833  they  removed  to  Wilkesbarre,  where  Mr. 

Jones  engaged  in  coal  mining  upon  his  own  account,  on  lands 
owned  by  Colonel  Bowman.  In  the  Summer  of  1835  he  shipped  the 
product  of  this  enterprise  by  canal,  and  in  the  Fall  of" that 
year  navigation  closed  while  two  boat  loads  of  his  coal  were  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Berwick.  The  following  Spring  when  he  made 
ready  to  continue  his  trip  to  tidewater,  he  found  the  boats 
empty.  This  loss  discouraged  him  completely,  and  on  reaching 


